Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”        
    *Extinguishing of candles

   *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 15, 2023, the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: Oct. 15th & 22nd - Ed & Peggy Berra and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 29th & Nov. 5th - Bob Endy, Scott & Theresa Miller Family; Nov. 12th & Nov. 29th - Susan Faust, Dave & Doris Hand.
ANNOUNCERS: Oct. 1st thru 29th - Seth Guertin; Nov. 5th thru 26th: Norine Goss
LAY READERS: Oct. 15th - Jan Quinn; Oct. 22nd - Rachael Bryson; Oct. 29th - Sue Faust; Nov. 5 - Leon Shaffer.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Oct. 15th - Ed & Peggy Berra; Oct. 22nd & 29th - Marie Herb; Nov. 5th & 12th - Donna Novinger; Nov. 19th & 26th - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We finish Season Two of “The Chosen” when we discuss Lesson 8 on Oct. 15th. We begin Season Three Lesson One on Oct. 22nd. Please join us. 

 YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Oct. 15th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin; Oct. 22nd - Sharon Fetterhoff & Bridget Campbell; Oct. 29th - Seth Guertin & Donna Novinger; Nov. 5th - Marie Herb & Sue Faust. All Children are encouraged to come to Sunday School!                       
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October 15, 2023

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

October 15, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Seth Guertin                 

L:  Hear these words from Paul’s letter to the Philippians:
P:  “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice … the Lord is near.”
L:  As we come together in worship may we remember that the Lord is indeed near,
P:  and let us rejoice by singing praises to his name.
  L: Come, let us worship him!
      *Hymn -    “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”       Page 585
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, it is so easy to become lazy in our prayer life and lax in our worship. We need to be restored in our devotion and to have a fresh sense of your active presence in our lives. Come now and sensitize us, prod us, and urge us on to a more holy life. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 23:1-6(Responsive)                                  
  L: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
P: He makes me to lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside the still waters.
L: He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.
P: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For you are with me; 

L: Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

P: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
L: You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
All: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord Forever.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  We believe in God, the Father, infinite in wisdom, goodness and love. We believe in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Savior and Lord, Who for us and for our salvation lived, died and rose again. We believe that by His Resurrection the souls of the faithful will live forever. We believe in the Holy Spirit, inspiring us and enabling us to understand the meaning and message of Christ. We believe these things in our minds, and hearts, and proclaim with our voices. Amen.
Hymn -                  “The Family of God”                       Page 282
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Philippians 4:1-9 (Pg. 269 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                  Jan Quinn, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                     “Rejoice in the Lord”     

Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn - “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”  
 Page 284  
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Oct.   15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal)

Oct.  16 - 6:00PM - Confirmation Class 

Oct.  18 - 10:00-11:00AM - Halifax Senior Center Reopens with   Bingo and a Card Party from Noon-3:00PM

                  6:00PM - Prayer Team

                  7:00PM - Council Meeting
Oct.  19 - 7:00PM - Toys-4-Tots Organization meeting at Valleys

Oct.  22 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal)

Oct.  23 -  7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Oct.  29 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal)

COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Wed. Oct. 18th at 7:00PM.

CONFIRMATION CLASS meets the 1st and 3rd Monday evenings, of the month, at 6:00PM in the Music (Choir) Room.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE: If you send any correspondence to The Valleys, you must use address P. O. Box H as Valleys mailing address or it will be returned to you as “insufficient address”. The post office informed us that they are enforcing this change, so please address mail to: The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence. Thank you!
             PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ray Aubil, (car accident, Bridget Campbell & Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); *Scott Hebert, (Karen’s husband, Harrisburg Hosp. Karen is Barb Lauver’s daughter); Janette Leitzel & Family; Hannah Klinger, (Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle;  John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen;  John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary/Carol Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Shelia Bentz, (Ann Hale’s friend); Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Gary Wallace, (Shirley Miller’s brother-in-law); Mike Lesher, (Karla Lesher’s husband, surgery on Oct. 11); Deb, Emily Castellani & Family; Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law, had surgery);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER reopens on Wednesday, October 18, 2023 with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM, lunch at 11:00AM (at cost) and a Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM. Volunteers are wanted to help with the Senior Center. The Senior Center will be open every Wednesday for fellowship and activities from 10:00AM to 12:00Noon. See Ann Hale or call church office if you are interested. Please come and join us!
TOYS 4 TOTS will hold an organization meeting at Valleys on Thursday, October 19 at 7:00PM. T4T will use the social hall December 4th thru 15 to gather and sort toys. Distribution will be on Sat. Dec. 16th. Volunteers are needed to sort toys in Dec. If you are interested in volunteering, contact Terry Novak at 717-557-5983 or attend the meeting.

DARTBALL will begin Monday, October 30th. Locations of games will be in upcoming bulletins as soon as we have the schedule
ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM; 
Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; 
Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; 
Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

PIG ROAST UPDATE: We served 111 people at our pig roast last Saturday.  Profit after expenses is $1,373.50 which will go toward supporting our various church projects and ministries. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who helped with the pig roast, whether it was making something for it, serving, selling/purchasing tickets! Remember to mark your calendar for next year, Oct. 5, 2024 (1st Saturday in October)!
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REOPENING




Halifax Senior Center

Located at the Valleys ECC, 3682 Peters Mountain Rd., Halifax, Pa 

Will re-open on Wednesday October 18th
Card Party and Bingo – 
October 18th

10:00 A.M. – Bingo

11:00 A.M. – Lunch (at cost)

12:00 A.M. – Card Party

The Senior Center will be open every Wednesday for fellowship & activities.

 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 Noon.

We hope you will come and join us!

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for October 15, 2023

Invocation:

Loving and merciful God, we come before you today to seek your presence and to hear your voice. We ask for your protection and guidance as we gather for this worship service. We pray that your spirit would fall afresh upon us and that we would be renewed in our love for you. In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.
Scripture:  Philippians 4:1-9, Psalm 23

Sermon:



“Rejoice in the Lord”

If someone were to come and ask you, “What is peace?” how would you answer them?  Think about that for a moment.

In webster’s dictionary it says this about peace – it is the freedom from or stopping of war; freedom from public disturbance or disorder; freedom from disagreement or quarrels, harmony, concord; and undisturbed state of mind, absence of mental conflict; calm quiet tranquility.  That’s the definition.

All these explanations of peace mentioned so far and probably many of the explanations of peace that you might give, talk about peace as if it is something that happens when conflict and problems are not present.  I have to be rid of all those things that create anxiety in my life in order for me to have peace.  

But the truth is, if this is so, then we will never have peace, because we are always going to have problems and peace comes not by getting rid of our problems but by focusing our thoughts on what God wants us to think about and to do.  Someone once said;  “Peace is that calm of mind that is not ruffled by adversity, overclouded by a remorseful conscience, or disturbed by fear.  Peace doesn’t come with the absence of the storm; it comes in the presence of the storm because Jesus is walking there beside us, and we have our eyes on him.”

The church that Paul was writing to, the church in the city of Philippi, did not have peace.  One of the main reasons for this lack of peace in the church was that two women that were fighting with one another.  Their names were Euodia and Syntyche.  We have no record of what they were fighting about, but whatever it was, it had separated their friendship with each other.  This situation was causing enough of a problem that word had gotten all the way to Paul in prison about their conflict.  Paul knew that this was something that he had to deal with because he knew how destructive fights could be in the life of the church.  So, Paul told them how to fix their problem.  He told them to “agree with one another” or “to be of the same mind.”  One translation has it “to mind the same things.”

These two women could not change what had happened.  That was an impossibility.  But what they could change is how they felt about the situation and their attitude toward one another.  They had to change their mind about who was at fault about the situation that they created.  They had to change their mind about who was going to be the one to seek forgiveness and restoration.  They had to change their mind about the character of the other person.  

A couple of chapters earlier Paul said this “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon himself the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  

He had reminded them of the more important issue – they had forgotten that their number 1 priority was to win people to Jesus.  All that other stuff really wasn’t important.  We are here to bring people to Jesus!   In order for there to be peace in that church and between those women, they had to put away their pride, forgive one another, and get back to the job that God had called them to do in the first place.

When Paul wrote these words of instruction, he was not lying on his back in a lounge chair on the beach at a resort on the Mediterranean Sea.  He was in prison in Rome.  He was separated from his friends, prevented from starting new churches, and he was anticipating death at any time.  It was the kind of situation where you would expect a person to be in despair and to be exhibiting fear and despair, not peace.  Now let’s read Paul’s instructions.  “Rejoice in the Lord always, Again I will say, rejoice!” 

Rejoice! - Paul doesn’t understand my situation, does he?  There is no way I can rejoice with what is happening to me!  But let us be reminded that Paul had been in prison for preaching and now what does he do while he is in prison, he continues to preach and to rejoice in the Lord! 

He knew what hard times were, and he knew that the right way to react to the situation was not with fear or anger but with joy and thanksgiving.   Paul said . . . “Let your gentleness be known to all men.  The Lord is at hand.” 

I’ve never been in prison, so I can’t say for sure, but if the picture that I have of prison is at all close, gentleness is not something that you want to show to much of.  In prison, you want to be tough.  You want to let people know that if they mess with you, there is going to be a price to pay.  If you are perceived as being weak, you will be taken advantage of.  Lots of bad things can happen to you.  You would think that Paul would tell us to be tough, to take control, to get a firm grip on everything in our lives.  That’s the way that most of us think that we get peace; by taking and maintaining control of every area of our lives.  We think that if we don’t take control of our lives we’re going to be stepped on.  They’ll interpret our kindness as a sign of weakness.  We’re afraid to be gentle.  But Paul says it is by gentleness, not bulling our way through, not fighting for our own rights, but by turning over control of our lives that we can find real peace and real joy.  

These are very anxious times for the church and for you and me as well.  We are feeling an array of emotions.  And it would serve us well to heed to Paul’s advice – “to be of the same mind,” to “mind the same things” to “fix our eyes upon Jesus and the building of his Kingdom.”

Paul says, “Be anxious for nothing.   Cast all our anxiety on him because he cares for us.”  How do we do that?  Pray first those prayers of petitions.  And then in all things be thankful.  As we thank God for what He has done in the past, something begins to happen.  We begin to remember all the things that God has done for us and how He saw us through all of those situations in our past; situations which we thought we were never going to make it to the other side.  We start to realize that if God brought us through then, God has the power to bring us through today.  And God’s peace begins to flood our soul, not because the problem is gone, but because we know that since we have the power and the person of God, we have everything that we need to enable us to handle anything that comes our way, and this leads us to rejoice in the Lord and to rejoice in the work that we are doing for the Lord!

Think of the wonderful things that our Lord can do in and through us!  There is a famous scene in Peter Pan.  Peter is in the children’s bedroom; they have seen him fly; and they wish to fly too.  They have tried it from the floor, and they have tried it from the beds and the results are failure.  “How do you do it?” John asks.  And Peter Pan answers: “You just think lovely, wonderful thoughts and they lift you up in the air.” 

The same is true for Christians.  The only way to defeat evil thoughts that destroy your peace, and your joy is to begin to think of something else.  You have heard it said that an empty mind is the devil’s workshop.  Well, a mind that is filled with the wrong stuff is one that will rob you of your joy and peace of mind.  

Paul began in verse 3 by saying that warring persons need to have a change of mind.  Then he said that a proper attitude toward our circumstances will give us peace in our minds.  Finally, he said that we must take active control over what we allow into our mind because our thoughts control whether, or not we will have joy and peace.  

Paul gives us one final piece of counsel.  He says that once we have our thought life right, it must show itself through our actions.  Look at verse 9 – “What you have learned and receive and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.”  It is in our “actions” that we show our faith in God to take care of us and provide for us.  It is also in actions that we gain evidence of the power of God.  In simple words we must live out our faith. Live it!  And Rejoice!  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer:

Our gracious and loving Heavenly Father, we come into your house and have this time to put aside the cares of life and the busyness of living.  We’re hurrying about, planning, preparing, fixing, organizing, and worrying about how everything is going to turn out.  Even while we’re here in church those thoughts tend to drown out your voice and what you want to say to us. We do want to hear from you because we need to know again and anew today that you’re there and that you know us and we need to know where we are in our walk with you.

There are many among us today with special needs in their own lives and need your special touch and reassurance right now. There are numerous physical problems, and we don’t understand why these things come in our lives and we’re tempted to question you and our faith is tested sometimes to the limit.  Some have family and relationship problems, and they need special grace to see them through.  Bring healing and reconciliation to them.

We pray for our church and for all our leaders as new plans are finalized. We need your guidance and your direction for us as a church. We want to be faithful to the sacred trust you’ve given to us.  It’s both a privilege and an awesome responsibility.

Draw close to us, Lord, may we feel your presence. We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

May the Love of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

